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In his defense, Mazare said that the
uniform had no swastikas and was the
uniform of a German infantry general and
had nothing to do with the SS.

"l was inspired from the Valkyrie movie...
I wanted to dress like a Vehrmacht
general because I've always liked this
uniform, and admired the rigorous
organization of the German army," the
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newspaper Evenimentul Zilei quoted him as saying, according to Reuters.

Dr. Efraim Zuroff, director of the Simon Wiesenthal Center office in Jerusalem, slammed

Mazare's actions as "disgraceful.”

Zuroff told The Jerusalem Post that the Wiesenthal Center was "appalled by this totally
inappropriate display," and stated his astonishment that a public official would act in this

manner.

"It's appalling for several reasons. First of all, there's the uniforms. Then he took his son

with him - hardly the kind of education a child should be receiving. And that he's an elected

public figure only serves to makes this worse," he said.

Zuroff explained that this kind of behavior "has to be dealt with - there have been appeals
already to the Romanian authorities - to be honest, we are all in favor of someone like that

resigning his post.”

Mazare is no stranger to controversy, and is known for his public acts of extravagance. He

has also been investigated for corruption.

Despite the Mayor's colorful character, Zuroff stated that he could not accept Mazare's

actions.

"It's an insult to victims of the Shoah, and an insult to all people with moral integrity and

knowledge of history," he said.

Jerusalem Post staff contributed to this report.
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